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No. LXVIII. 


REPOKT 

TO 

THE RIGHT HONOUHARLE THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOE THE 
HOME DEPARTMENT 

ON TUB 

CIRCUMSTANCES ATTENDING AN EXPLOSION , 

■Which occurred at Edexburn, the private residencje op Mr. S. M. 
Hussey, in the County of Kerry, on the morning op the 28th 
November, 1884 ; 

BY 

COLONEL A. FOBD, 

H.M. IKSl'KUTOR OF EXl'LOSIT£S. 


Home Oppice, 

bth Dec,emh&r, 1884. 


Sir, 

I have tlie Iiononr to report that in ohedience to your Order’^ of the 
1st December, 1884, made under the GGth Section of the Explosives Act, 1875, 

I have held an Inq\iiry into tlie causes of and the circumstances attending an 
explosion which occuri’cd at Edeiihiirn, the residence of Mr. S. M. Hussey, in 
the county of Kerry, on the morning of the 28th November, 1884. 

Altliongh tlicre were sixteen persons in the house at the time, fortunately 
no one was injured by tlic explosion, but considemble local damage was done to 
property. 

In accordance with the provisions of the above-mentioned section of tbe 
Act, I have the honour to render the following Keport : — 

The explosion occun*ed at Edenburn, a house standing in a demesne of Bdenbum. 
between 90 and 100 acres, distant about G miles from Castleisland and Tralee, 
and about 14 miles from Killarney. The nearest railway station is Gortatlea, 
about 2 miles off, from which point Edenburn appears as a country house of 
conaidemble shic, rather long iu proportion to its height, prettily situated 
among trees on nearly level ground It faces the south. 

Edenburn is approached from an occupation road off the main road from 
Castleisland to Tralee by a drive edged with foreign and British firs of various 
kinds, which have now attained some fifteen years’ growth. The house is nearly 
rectangular in fonn, the two ends having been added, one in 1867 and the 
other in 1880, to the centre part; there are two bay projections in the front, 

8<nd the outline of the back is somewhat irregular in consequence of a semi- 
circular bay, which served to contain the staircase of the original building (now 
the main staircase of the house) and other external structures. The general 
appearance will be seen from tbe accompanying photographs,t which show tbe ’ 
front and a portion of the back of the bialding. 

* Home Office Papers, X 4202. v j i 

t II hits not been considered necessary to veprodnee these photographs or the grounci plan 
of the Imilding for the purposes of the printed report- 
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(Jircum- 
st^ces 
of the 
explosioL. 


The house is of three storeys, one being partly below the natural level ot 
the ground, which is cut away in the form of a ditch or sloping area on three 
aides of the house in order that light may be admitted to the rooms. At a 
short distance the, upper parts only of the windows of these rooms are visible, 
and the house appears to be of two storeys. On the fourth side, that towards 
the east, the ground is a little lower ; and on this side admission is obtained to 
the ground floor through a court-yard. There are fourteen rooms in all on the 

g round floor, appropriated as kitchen, servants’ hall, pantry, &c., and servants’ 
ed-rooras, one facing the front having been for sonre time occupied by constables 
engaged in protecting the proprietor. The first floor contains the hail, which 
is entered b^ steps from the grounds, and eight rooms, including the dining- 
room, drawing-room, and library. On the second floor there are thirteen 
bedrooms. 

It is necessary to describe somewhat more in detail the back of the 
building, as it was here that the explosion took place. I attach a ground 
plan of the exterior, drawn to scale, which I made from measurements taken 
with the assistance of District Inspector Davis, of the Hoyal Irish Constabulary, 
stationed at Castleisland.* It will be noticed that two projecting walls are 
shown on the left of the semi-circular bay, one being straight and the other 
curved ; they were of masonry two feet thick and four feet six inches high,— 
that is, as high as the ground level, — and served to contain drain-pipes leading 
from the building. These drain-walls were arched underneath to admit of an 
open di'ain to carry off the rain water, whicli ran round three sides of the 
house, passing under them. The arches in the drain-walls were about three 
feet wide and fifteen inches high. 

The Edenbum estate consists, in addition to the demesne, of about 700 
acres of land, let to some sixteen tenants. The proprietor, Mr. Samuel Munay 
Hussey, is the land agent for several of the landed proprietors in the county 
of Kerry ; he probably has the most extensive business of this kind in the 
whole of Ireland. Be purchased the estate in 1866, and luis .since resided 
there with his family for the greater portion of his time, having, dmung that 
period, made the two additions to the house above referred to. These were 
effected entirely by labour obtained from the immediate neighbourhood. As a 
landlord he seems to have been on friendly ternis with his tenantry, but as a 
land agent for other proprietors he has incurred the displeasure of the Land 
League ; and during the last three years, in consequence of information 
received by the police that his life was in danger, he has been protected by 
three constables of the Royal L*ish Constabulaiy, who have resided in his house,' 
and attended him whenever be left it. The constables were not intended to 
guard the house or grounds in any way, tliis being effected by the ordinary 
patrols in the same manner as the property of other pereons in the neigh- 
bourhood ; but they were of course available for the defence of the house 
should an attack be made upon it when Mr. Hussey was at home. This, how- 
ever, was not expected to happen, more particularly as the constables were known 
to be quartered in the house. Mr. Hussey is a magistrate for the counties of 
Cork, Kerry, and Limerick, and his eldest son filled the office of High Sheriff 
for the county of Kerry in the year 1880. 

On the night of 27th November, Mr. and Mrs. Hussey with their 
eldest son and two daughters were at Edenburn. There were in the house 
also the three constables who protected him, two men-servants, and six maid- 
servants, in all sixteen persons. Mrs. Hussey hod arranged to start for 
London with her two daughters and some of the servant-s by the train leaving 
Gortatlea Station at half-past eight the next morning. Ail the preparations 
had been completed on the previous evening. 

About twenty minutes before four o’clock on the morning of the 28th 
November the explosion uccuiTed outside the house under the arch in one of 
the drain-walls, at the spot indicated by a cross on the plan of the exterior of 

^ I cannot speak too highly of the services of this officer, who attended me throughout oy 
Inquiry, and with his men rendered me the greatest possible assistance. 
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the building. Although the sound does not appear to have been very loud, 
it was sufficient to rouse all the occupants of the house. Mr. Hussey at once 
despatcheil two of the constables to the nearest police barrack to give informa- 
tion of the occurrence. Mrs. Hussey postponed her departure for London until 
Monday the 1st December, but the servants were sent by the train originally 
intended. 

The explosion is stated to have been heard for about two miles. One of Effects -• 
the county magistrates living in a house distant about a mile from Edenburn of the 
was awakened by tlie report. explosioa. 

The chief structural effects of the explosion were as follows : — Holes were 
made in the back wall of tlie building and in the wall of the bay, as shown in 
the photograph No. 2. That in the back wall is about four feet six inches 
Ixigh by three feet wide, and that in the wall of the bay is 'about two feet four 
inches high, tlio width varying from three feet six inches near the ground to 
two feet six inches nt the top. These walls are twenty-one inches thick. The 
whole of the drain-wall under which the chai’ge was placed was demolished, 
some of the stones being projected two or three yards. There is a crack in the 
bay (see photograph No. 2) wliicli commences wdtli a shake at the left side of 
the window sill and extends to the roof. This crack is in parts about an inch 
wide and goes through to the interior. It gradually gets narrower as it 
approaches tlie top of the building. 

There is also a crack in the arch in the drawing-room. It appears to 
extend from the ceiling to the crown of the arch throii^i the thickness of the 
wall (two feet, nine inches), but I was unable to insert the blade of a knife 
deeper than about half an inch in any part. The shock of the explosion seems 
to have strained the arch downwards a little beyond its limit of resistance, 
thus cracking it ; on the I'emoval of the pressure, the arch assumed as nearly 
lis possible its former position. 

The breakage of windows was confined principally to the back of the house, 
where nearly every pane in twenty-seven windows was broken. In the east 
end eleven out of twenty-six panes, and in the west end four out of sixteen 
panes were broken. In the front only two panes were broken. There was 
also some breakage of glass in the stable yard, seen on the left in the photo- 
graph No. 1, about ten yards distant from the house ; and in a conservatory in 
a walled kitchen gard<;n distant over 100 yards. This conservatory was 
screened by the ditch round the house, by a wall at the back of the house 
distant fifteen yards from it, and by the wall ten feet high surrounding the 
garden, as well as by trees which grow behind the house. 

Several of the window-frames were blown out and the shutters broken. 

Damage was done to some of the doors and other woodwork in the interior ; 
the plnster of the ceiling was dislodged in a few of the rooms and cracked in 
others. 

There is a crater in the concrete, in which the open drain was made, about 
fourteen inches dee[), and the whole of the concrete in the corner between the 
bay aiid the drain-wall is irregularly broken away. Tlie centre of the crater 
shows the position of the charge when it exploded, viz. : about six inches under 
the arch of the drain-wall, one foot from the back wall of the building, and 
two feet' from the wall of the bay. 

No one, I think, can have any reasonable doubt that this explosion is of Causeofthe- 
the Sfxrtie character as the recent outrages and attempted outrages in^ London explosion, 
and other parts of the country. The matter appears to have been delib«'rately 
planned, and the precise .spot for the applicsition of the explosive carefully 
selected. The explosive was conveyed to the place and the arrangements for 
firing it were set in action without detection, and without disturbing some 
dogs upon the premises. 

The only other possible explanation of the occurrence is that it was »iorie 
intentionally by Mr. Hussey, or some one connected ivith hun, with a view to 
giving a reasonable ground for the renewid of the Crimes Act of 1882 in 
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Nature 
of ^6 - 
explosive. 


Ireland. I should not have thought it necessary to refer to this as a possible 
cause if I had not seen it suggested as the true cause in some of Irish 
newspapers. With regard to it, I may say that, for many reasons which it is 
unnecessary for me to discuss in this report, I am of opinion that it may 
at once dismissed as not entitled to the least "weight. 

A careful examination of the debris by sifting failed to show a trace of 
the nature of the explosive, the vessel in which it was contained, or the means 
employed for firing it. The walls of the house are plastered externally, and 
the plaster in the immediate neighbourhood of the explosion was dislodged, so 
that there was nothing to be learnt from the appearance of the surroundings. 
But -vvdth the aid of a powerful magnet, I was enabled to extract from tie 
sifted matter a large number of minute pieces of iron, and from water con- 
tained in the crater a larger piece with a coating of tin still upon it. It was 
thus placed beyond doubt that the explosive was contained in a vessel of tinned 
iron (wmmonly called “ tin ”), which had been disintegrated by the force of the 
explosion. 

As to the nature of the explosive, I have no hesitation in concluding that 
it was one of the nitro-compound class from its peculiarly local action, and from 
the characteristic fracture of the glass in the windows. 

It is probable that some contrivance similar to those employed in the 
Glasgow and Liverpool infernal machines in 1883 was used as the means of 
firing the explosive. 

If .this was the case, the whole arrangement must have closely resembled 
the infernal machine found in the possession of Denis Deasy, at Liverpool, on 
the 28th March, 1383, although not necessarily of the same dimensions. It 
will be remembered that Deasy’s machine was Drought over by a steamer from 
Cork, where the lignin dynamite it contained had been surreptitiously mado. 
Lignin dynamite is not manufactured for legitimate use in the United 
Kingdom, being an unauthorised explosive. 

There is little doubt that one ut the perpetrators must have previously 
visited the place by daylight, and selected the point of application, or some one 
familiar with the grounds must have been concerned in the matter. The night 
was dark, and it had been raining shortly before the occurrence. The entry to 
the grounds appears to have been effected through the shrubbery on the west 
side, — that is, on the left of the house as seen in the photograph No. 1. 

Captain the Hon. T. 0. Plunkett, District Resident Magistrate, and Mr. 
Starkie, District Inspector of the Royal Irish Constabulary at Cork, were 
present with me at Edenbum on each of the three days during which I held 
my Inquiry. Mr. Considine, Resident Magistrate of Tralee, was also present 
on one of the days. 

I have already referred to the very great assistance rendered to me by 
District Inspector Davis, of the Royal Irish Constabulary, at Castleisiand. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

A. FORD, 

Colonel, 

H.M. Inspector of Explosives. 


The Right Honourable the Secretary of Statei 
Home Department. 
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